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Today I would like to try to connect 2 things in your mind that perhaps are not linked now.
They are the Fukushima nuclear disaster and democracy. First, what does “democracy”
mean to you? In English the word comes from Greek and means “rule by the people.” And
of course in Japanese “minshushugi” means the same. A long time ago in the Greek
city-state of Athens, people developed the ability to rule themselves. It only lasted for
about 200 years—then the kings and warlords killed the dream. But humanity
remembered. And millennia later, ordinary citizens reclaimed the God-given right to rule
themselves. This includes of course the ancient civilization of J apan, which had to suffer
unbelievable hardship, including foreign prejudice and even invasion, before becoming a
modern democratic nation. What’s the connection to Fukushima? It’s simple: an outrage
like that is only possible when democracy has broken down. From a 2013 WHO report:
“it is predicted that for populations living in the most affected areas there is a 70% higher
risk of developing thyroid cancer for girls exposed as infants (the risk has risen from a
lifetime risk of 0.75% to 1.2‘5%), a 7% higher risk of leukemia in males exposed as infants,
a 6% higher risk of breast cancer in females exposed as infants and a 4% higher risk,
overall, of developing solid cancers for females.” Now imagine you are the parents of one
of these poor innocent children. A fundamental break-down in democracy, an
unforgivable breach of trust between the citizens and the state: that’s what Fukushima
represents. After all, what good is a government when it not only cannot protect, but
colludes with academia and business to actually poison and blight the lives of its own
citizens? If this event does not make you angry as a patriotic Japanese citizen, I honestly
do not know what ever could.
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